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The course will introduce students to historical and methodological issues concerning the analytical 
status of gender differences and the household as a unit of analysis within economics. 
Depending on time and students’ interest, the course will investigate how economists conceived of 
one or more of the following topics:  
• how the economic model(s) of individual behaviour fit the observed behaviour of men and 

women; 
• the nature and relevance of the sexual division of labour within the household and in the market, 

as well as the relation between paid and unpaid labour; 
• the economic roots and the economic explanation(s) of differences between men’s and women’s 

behaviour and of gender discrimination; 
• economic theories of the demographic transition(s), especially concerning households’ size and 

composition. 

After a general introduction on philosophers and scholars up to the British Classical economists, the 
course will focus on economists working in the second half of the Nineteenth century (late 1800 - 
beginning of the 1900s). In this period, many economists became involved in the political and 
intellectual debates of the time, on gender roles and specifically women’s right to vote.  
A special focus will be devoted to John Stuart Mill and Gustav von Schmoller, key figures of the 
economic debate in England and Germany, who consistently approached gender relations as a core 
topic of economic investigation.  
Later and contemporary developments will be briefly overviewed depending on time availability 
and students’ interest. 
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